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Abstract 

On 3 Nov 2013, the Bureau of Epidemiology was notified of a ferry boat accident in Pattaya, Chon Buri Province. At least six deaths and 

16 severe injuries were reported. The investigation team conducted a descriptive study to describe potential risk factors associated with 

injury and death, and determine the effectiveness of interventions on injury prevention after the accident. All medical records related to 

injuries and deaths from four hospitals were reviewed and interviews were held with patients, crew, heath volunteers, rescuers and local 

authorities. The team also observed ferry boat transportation services. Medical records of 37 hospitalized injuries, including seven deaths, 

were reviewed. Of these, 59% were males, with median age of 31.5 years. Major causes of injury were muscle strain (35%), aspiration 

pneumonia (19%) and submersion (14%). Five out of seven fatalities used a buoyancy aid, with one victim’s buoyancy aid reported to be 

“riding up”, which led to drowning. Overcapacity of the boat and inappropriate wearing of buoyancy aids accounted for the injuries and 

deaths. A multi-sectorial approach was essential to resolve safety issues resulting from resource constrained public transportation 

services. 
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Introduction 

Boat journeys were the second most common mode of travel 

in Thailand, accounting for 9.5% of Thailand’s transportation 

in 2009.1 In 2013, 30 boat accidents, which resulted in 34 

injuries and six deaths, were reported to the Marine 

Department, Ministry of Transport, Thailand. Four of these 

accidents occurred in Pattaya, Chon Buri Province, causing 13 

injuries and three deaths, the highest number of injuries and 

deaths compared to other provinces. Of the four accidents in 

Pattaya, speed boats accounted for three. The other incident 

involved a ferry boat, which was the first accident of this type 

of boat in Pattaya.2  

Pattaya is a popular tourist area for both domestic and 

international visits. Each year approximately two million 

tourists or 45% of tourists who visit Pattaya,3 travel between 

Pattaya and the island of Koh Larn which are located 

approximately seven kilometers apart. There were two types 

of boat service: speed boats (Figure 1) and ferry boats (Figure 

2).  

 

Figure 1. Speed boats parking along the beach to board more passengers in Pattaya, Thailand, November 2013 




