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Abstract
Participatory Model Development of Integration

of Prasart-leprosy colony, Surin Province Into General community

This study is the Participation Action Research (PAR) with the main objective to
develop the model of participatory integration of Prasart leprosy colony, Surin Province into
general community under the participation of people affected by leprosy and other relating
organizations. In the process of participation building and model developing, several
techniques were used such as observation, Focus Group Discussion (FGD), storytelling, lesson
learnt, and Future Search Conference (FSC). Study population selected by purposive
sampling were people affected by leprosy of Prasart leprosy colony and other members of
related organizations. The study had been conducted for 3 years between October 2009 and
September 2012.

Content analysis was used to analyze qualitative data. It was found that there
were three steps in participatory developing the model to integrate Prasart leprosy colony
into general community as below:

1) Preparation Phase : consisted of selecting study area, evaluating the possibility
of integration and building the capacity of research members. According to the situation
analysis, persons affected by leprosy would like to have the same rights as general
community members such as rights on land, rights on health service and rights to live
without discrimination.

2) Implementing Phase : consisted of developing the integration model of Prasart
leprosy colony in the province of Surin. Future Search Conference (FSC) was conducted to
determine the model which was public hearing on colony development leading to MOU
drafting and endorsing between different stakeholders.

3) Monitoring and evaluation Phase : Participatory observation, storytelling,
lesson learned visualizing were used to monitor and evaluate the integration process. It was
found that all related stakeholders had conducted activities according to the agreement
addressed in the MOU. In 2012, the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security
evaluated and removed the leprosy colony from the list of state welfare institutions. The
leprosy colony was fully integrated to general community and named as ‘Pracha Ruamjai
comminty’ instead of ‘Prasart leprosy colony’. People affected by leprosy were included
into surrounded community. There was no exclusion and discrimination. People affected by
leprosy received disability and elderly allowance provided by local organization and were
satisfied with the integration of Prasart leprosy colony into general community.

The study showed that the success factors was the participation of related
stakeholder such as people affected by leprosy, the other members of the leprosy colony
and local organizations in transforming the Prasart leprosy colony into integrated

community, the first of its kind in Thailand.
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