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Abstract

This study was conducted to compare the quality of lifeof people affected by
leprosy who lived in integrated villages (ex-leprosy colonies) with those who lived in leprosy
colonies, general villages and villages surrounding leprosy colonies by using mixed method.
Sample random sampling method was used to selected 1,372 subjects. Information was
collected by using WHO questionnaire (WHOQOL-BRFF-THAI) and Focus group discussion
open-ended questionnaire. Frequency, Unpaired t-test and One-Way ANOVA and content

analysis were used to analyses the data.
The result showed

1. That people affected by leprosy who lived in different settings such as those who
lived in integrated villages (ex-leprosy colonies), those who lived in leprosy colonies and
those who lived in general villages have significantly different quality of life (p<0.05) as

below:

1.1People affected by leprosy who lived in integrated villages (ex-leprosy
colonies) have better quality of life than those who live in leprosy colonies and general

villages

1.2 People affected by leprosy who lived in general villages have differentquality

of life from general community members

2. General community members have better quality of life than people affected by

leprosy.

3.The focus group discussion frompeople affected by leprosy revealed that anxiety,

depress and self-stigma on physical deformity due to leprosy.

Integrating leprosy colony into general community and improve the quality of life of
people affected by leprosy to equal general community members is essential to sustainably

eliminate leprosy as a public health problem.
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