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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to evaluate preparedness of influenza
vaccine, antiviral drugs, and equipment for avian influenza (Al) prevention and
control among public hospitals in the health region 5. Twenty-three of the total 37
hospitals (62.0 %) participated in the study. Data were collected from health
personnel in charge of prevention and control of Al in March 2008. The questionnaire
developed by the Bureau of Emerging Infectious Disease, Department of Disease
Control, Ministry of Public Health was used to obtain data. Frequency and
percentage were used to present the results of analysis. Most of the survey
hospitals prepared health personnel, a training program, and equipment for Al
prevention and control. All the general hospitals had airborne infection isolation
rooms (AlIR) and all the community hospitals had modified AllR. Of the 23 hospitals,
22 (95.7 %) had an Al screening but only 15 (65.2 %) had an isolation screening room.
Most of the hospitals assigned health personnel taking care of supplies of antiviral
drugs and personal protective equipment (except the military hospitals). Nine
hospitals (39.1 %) reported preparedness to manage patients in the communities
during critical outbreaks. Most of the survey personnel reported satisfaction for Al
preventive and control equipment use. All the health care centers should have
programs for Al preparedness including Al equipment supply, training health
personnel, and practice of outbreak response in order to reduce human, economic
and social loss.
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