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Abstract

Study of HIV-Related Stigma and Discrimination among Health Care Providers and People
Living with HIV-Infected Individuals in Lower Southern, Thailand

Nopadol Piboonsin*, Nimanong Thaicharoen**, Nattaporn Chua Arun**

*Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health, Nonthaburi, Thailand
**Office of Disease Prevention and Control 12, Songkhla

Background: Decreasing of stigma and discrimination dued to access to health system rapidly
which effected to better health and attitude of providers as well. This cross-sectional descriptive research
aimed to study situation of stigma and discrimination in health service system and to study the opinion
of 554 providers and 663 people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) of 12" region in 4 provinces of Thailand
during July 2015 - September 2016.

Methods: Four kinds of questionnaires were used as data gathering instruments (the personal
history, infectious prevention, hospital environment and agency policy) Mean and frequency were applied
in statistical analysis.

Result: It was found that most providers were nurses (41.14%) patient care assistants (7.58%).
About policy, most hospitals respected to patient rights, no testing without consent of HIV/AIDS (67.69%,).
About providers, worried to HIV infected from things touching (36.21%) dressing or needle puncture
during nursing care (46.08%) HIV counseling & testing (38.16%). About PLWHA, not avoid to get
service (86.27%). About service observation to discrimination, found often that not willing to service
(0.54%) less quality service than normal patient service (0.54%).
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