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Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the ways in which female Lao sex workers on the Thai — Lao
border in Ubonratchathani Province. Perceive AIDS, STIs and practical methods of prevention, and cope
with health problems and commonly encountered sexual violence. The study made use of qualitative
methods to collect the accounts of Lao sex workers’ perception, understandings, practices and beliefs
relate to health. The researcher recruited Lao sex workers working in karaoke bars to participate in the
study. 17 Lao sex workers consented to be interviewed. Data collection was done through in — depth
interviews, observations and focus group discussions, and content analysis was employed to analyze field

notes. The results of the study are as follows:

The trafficking of Lao sex workers at the Thai — Lao border has occurred through networks for a
long time. The gender culture in rural Laos in some way urges young Lao girls to enter the sex trade as a
means fulfilling their duties as daughters, sisters or mothers, and to cope with economic factors which
bind them to the sex trade for increased income. However, their image as illegal migrants and prostitutes
ensures that they remain in a marginal social status, and discourages them from disclosing themselves to
the public. As a result of their marginal status, the women are subjected to forced sex and sexual violence
from their establishment owners, and beating by customers who come to buy sex from them.

The study also reveals that though inadequate knowledge and misunderstanding, some of the
women have poor health care practices relating to prevention, which to their health problems relate to
AIDS and STIs. Their status as illegal migrants and prostitutes constrains their access to health care

service.
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